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Comparative Analysis of Export Competitiveness and
Structure between China and ASEAN
—with the Background of ‘21st Century Maritime Silk Road’
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Abstract: Electromechanical products a very important position in ASEAN and China’s national economy
occupies, this paper selects Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia and Cambodia on behalf of ASEAN countries,
based on 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, using revealed comparative advantage index, trade specializa-
tion coefficient, technical additional value index and export structure elevation index for an empirical analy-
sis of export competitiveness and export structure of China and ASEAN’s electromechanical products ,in
the global market. The results show that: firstly, the Chinese electromechanical products’ export compet-
itiveness has been increased gradually, generally higher than that of the ASEAN countries, but there is
still much space for improvement; secondly, rationalization degree of export structure of China’s mechani-
cal and electrical products and which contribution rate to export growth generally lower than the four
ASEAN countries, only higher than Indonesia. Finally, under the strategy of “21st Century Maritime Silk
Road”, the paper gives some suggestions for improving the competitiveness of electromechanical products
and optimizing the export structure.
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