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A Study of Anxiety Caused by Asymmetry Between
Aesthetics and Social Class

LI Jie SUN Liben
(Antai College of Economics and Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: Aesthetics is attached to social progress and it is based on power of culture and capitals. The
rapid development of a society indicated that social class will change, and aesthetics will be influenced as
well. This paper reviews the theories of aesthetics and reasons the impact of social class on anxiety. The
author finds that 1) along with continuous elevation of aesthetics, the asymmetry between aesthetics
standard and social class is generated, people from all social classes gain different types of anxiety; 2) Peo-
ple of higher social class has extra anxiety which is stemmed from Chinese thought "strive for name in soci-
ety, profits in market and wisdom in government"; and 3) From perspectives of competition among coun-
tries, China is in the asymmetry between national development, aesthetics and industrialization level,
which causes anxiety., Hence, the authors analyze the phenomenon that the asymmetry between aesthetics
and social class generates anxiety. Authors also take into account a unique phenomenon in the Chinese lux-
ury consumption, industrialization development and brand globalization, and then discuss the reasons and
possible results. At last, the next step of research is quested.
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