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Abstract: This article studies the effect of self-construal on the choice of saving and spending from the per-
spectives of the psychological propensities and psychological needs when product status and purchase recip-
ient interact by the consumer behavior experiments. The results show that the effects depend on whether
propensities or needs are focal to consumers: In the case of non-status products, the primary influence is
the psychological propensities of self-construal on the choice of saving and spending, which resulted in that
the independent self-construal values themselves more than the interdependent self-construal so that they
will pay more when consuming for themselves, and the interdependent self-construal values others more
than independent self-construal so that they will pay more when consuming for others. In the case of prod-
ucts associated with status, the primary influence is the consumers’' psychological needs of self-construal
on the choice of saving and spending, which resulted in that the interdependent self-construal values the

social status more than independent self-construal so that they will pay more for themselves when consu-
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ming goods associated with status. The sense of improving status mediated the effect of self-construal on

the saving and spending for themselves when purchasing products associated with status. When purchasing

non-status objects for others, the choice of saving and spending between the independent and the interde-

pendent are no statistically significant difference because both of them cannot perceive the improving sta-

tus.

Key words: self-construal; purchase recipient; product association with status; choice of saving and spend-
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